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“When thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren.”—Luke xxvii: 32. 


Vol. XLVI 


JUNE, 1940 


ef EDITORIAL NOTES AND COMMENTS ‘2 


OUR “SLOPPY DEMOCRACY” 


WENTY-THREE hundred Catho- 

lie high school and college students 
met recently in Rochester, N. Y. to dis- 
euss Catholic Youth and Democracy. 
The meeting was under the guidance of 
the Jesuit Fathers Daniel Lord and 
Francis Le Buffe. Bishop James E. 
Kearney of Rochester was also a speak- 
er. That opinions expressed on dem- 
oecracy were anything but flattering to 
our form of government may be judged 
from the report that the assembly went 
unanimously on record as preferring to 
live in a ‘‘sloppy democracy’’ than 
under a dictator. Bishop Kearney is 
reported as declaring democracy to be 
‘*something that had been given as an 
excuse for the most criminal] events in 
the world’s history.’’ 


* 
FOR YOU TO CHOOSE 


E have always held to the opin- 
ion, and based our attitude as 
ex-priests towards the Catholie Church 
upon it, that no one can be neutral as 


regards the claims of the Roman Pap- 
acy. If these claims can be sufficiently 
substantiated, then we, and all but 300 
millions of our fellowmen, are all 
wrong. Conversely, if the Catholic 
Chureh is wrong, then those 300 mil- 
lions of its followers are sadly deluded 
and being led astray. If the Pope is 
right then we have lamentably erred 
as to what is best for us in this life, 
and are under sentence of damnation 
for all eternity. If we are right, then 
the millions of faithful Roman Catho- 
lies have lost the blessings of freedom 
and liberty in this life and are on the 
wrong road to eternity. 

In this we are supported by our con- 
temporary, the Jesuit weekly America. 
Under the title ‘‘By What Authority 
Does The Pope Command,”’ its April 
27 issue puts it even better, and more 
bluntly than we have, as follows: 

“The most unreasonable of all at- 
titudes toward the Papacy is that of 
neutrality. The Pope is either the 
supreme head of Christendom, the 
infallible teacher of spiritual truth, 
the successor of Saint Peter and the 

Vicar of Christ on earth, or he is an 

imposter with whom no respectable 
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person should have dealings. You 

can no more be neutral toward the 

Pope than you can be neutral toward 

Christ, although many persons who 

call themselves Christians are at- 

tempting this neutrality, with dis- 
astrous consequences to the Chris- 
tianity that they profess. ‘He that 
is not with me is against me,’ is as 
true of Christ’s vicegerent as it is of 

Christ Himself.”’ 

Thus, from the point of view of those 
who make these tremendous claims for 
their organization, there is no middle 
way. If we are wrong (and we are a 
lot of people), then the Pope is God’s 
sole deputy on earth, Christ’s Vicar 
and only mouthpiece of God. If we are 
right, then he is ‘‘an imposter with 
whom no respectable person should 
have any dealings’’. 


There are many non-Catholics who 
may be entirely indifferent to this vital 
question so brazenly posed by this 
Jesuit magazine. None, however, can 
afford to be neutral. 


POPE’S PROTECTION FOR U. S. 


S A CONSEQUENCE of the ap- 
pointment of Myron C. Taylor as 
‘*peace ambassador’’ to the Pope, es- 
tablishment of direct diplomatic rela- 
tions between the Vatican and the U. 8. 
Government is now being boldly advo- 
cated. A lengthy document to this effect 
by Bishop James H. Ryan of Omaha 
was given three full columns in the 
N. Y. Times of May 12. Like other 
documents of this nature it will prob- 
ably find its way into the Congressional 
Record. The arguments it puts forward 
are the most outrageous we have yet 
encountered. It bitterly attacks Protes- 
tant efforts to defend our time-honored 
principle of separation of church and 


state. It asserts that we need the Pope 
to save us. On the other hand, it makes 
no secret of the political ambitions of 
the Church of Rome and its opposition 
to liberal principles of government. A 
few excerpts will have to suffice here. 
After telling of the Papacy’s part in 
destroying liberal regimes in Europe, 
it says: 

“Instead of doing battle with a defunct 
liberalism, the Papacy is now in deadlock 
with a no less arrogant successor.” 

Urging recognition of the Vatican 
for the sake of the benefits it would 
bring to the United States, this Catholic 
bishop boldly tells us: 

“Though conscious of the religious 
power of the Pope, we have chosen to 
remain blind to the political power of 
the Pope, who is King . . . Notwithstand- 
ing the fact that Vatican City is the tiniest 
of modern states, it is always a state, and 
its ruler, the Pope, is a temporal king 
recognized by international law, possess- 
ing all the rights and privileges of a 
sovereign.”’ 

Some of the proofs of Vatican politi- 
eal power, which Bishop Ryan offers as 
inducements to urge this country to 
ally itself whole-heartedly with the 
Holy See, should make Americans more 
wary than ever against it. For in- 
stance: 

“The Vatican’s intelligence service is 
the best in the world. It’s ‘intelligence 
officers’ are members of the Catholic 
clergy who are in touch in every country 
with people of all social strata.” 

There is a threat in the following 
passage which indicates that this Cath- 
olie bishop looks for victory over demo- 
eratic countries by the fascist nations: 


“ . . . it would be, to put it mildly, 
foolhardy for a democratic state, whose 
very existence is involved in the outcome 
of the struggle, to neglect to make friends 
with that religious power whose assis- 
tance is certain to be of such inestimable 
value.”’ 
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In spite of the combined protests of 
the Methodist, Baptist and Lutheran 
Churches, alone representing a total 
of over twenty million communicants 
of voting or near voting age, he has the 
effrontery to say: 

“That enlightened Protestants, Jews 
and Catholics would welcome a resump- 
tion of diplomatic relations between the 
Vatican and the United States does not 
seem open to serious debate, and I as- 
sert this despite the recent pronounce- 
ments of certain Protestant groups. All 
men, of course, are not enlightened... ” 

This daring document is the most 
damning evidence to date of the true 
aims of the Vatican’s political intrigue 
in America and throughout the world, 
especially in these anxious days when 
the whole foundation of democratic 
processes is in peril of annihilation. 


BEHIND HITLER 


TERRIFIED WORLD no longer 

regards Hitler’s ideology as mere 
mystic dreamings of a despised house- 
painter and paper-hanger. And only 
naive, over-trusting Americans con- 
tinue to believe that the planned ob- 
jectives of his regime, so rapidly and 
alarmingly being realized, were the 
brain-child of Hitler’s own mind. These 
objectives were planned and desired 
long before Hitler or any of his Axis 
partners ever appeared on the scene. 


From the first issue of our magazine 
last January, we have contended that 
these objectives are the same as those 
sought for four centuries by Jesuit-led 
Catholicism in its efforts to destroy the 
effects of the Reformation. Nazi-fascist 
dictators, all products of the Catholic 
Church, have supplied the means that 
are rapidly bringing these objectives 
to realization. That these means are 


destructive of accepted principles of 
international law and order, should not 
disturb the conscience of a religious 
organization which is generally known 
to regard any means as licit which help 
to establish its conception of God’s will 
for mankind.' 


Events so far in Europe have sub- 
stantiated our contention, though we 
do not expect Americans as a whole 
to agree fully with us as yet. In Europe, 
however, this réle that the Catholic 
Church has played, and is playing, is 
known and admitted. Our esteemed 
contemporary, Protestant Digest, in its 
May issue, reprints an article by Mr. 
J. Williams from a Paris magazine in 
which no secret is made of the identity 
of the objectives of Nazi-Fascism and 
Catholicism. In one passage he says: 


“In Germany and in Central Europe, 
Hitler has undertaken to destroy entirely 
all freedom of the spirit, and his attack 
can be placed in the win column of the 
Catholic Church.” 


Furthermore, this author, himself a 
German refugee, tells his European 
readers how Catholic Action in the 
United States is feverishly working for 
‘‘the organization of a corporative 
movement and the creation of a cor- 
porative state’’, how Catholie propa- 
ganda calls for the establishment of a 
‘*Christian Democracy’’ and condemns 
America’s ‘‘Protestant Economy’’. It 
seems that while we know very little of 
what the Catholic Church is doing in 
Europe, Europe knows more than we 
are allowed to know of what the Cath- 
olie Chureh is doing in the United 
States. 





1 The official motto of the Jesuits is Om- 
nia ad majorem Dei gloriam, “All for the 
greater glory of God”. 
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BRITISH BISHOPS IN THE BALKANS 


ELIGIOUS influence on the con- 
duct, and outcome, of the Euro- 
pean war may be judged from the fact 
that the Protestant bishops of England 
have been carrying on a ‘‘spiritual of- 
fensive’’ in the Balkans. After visiting 
all Southeast European capitals, the 
Bishops of Gloucester and Southwark 
and Canon Douglas Peckham of Lon- 
don, with their large retinue of canons, 
recently met the Bishop of Gibraltar 
for a three-day conference in Belgrade. 


This is all a part of the battle be- 
tween the fascist nations and the demo- 
eracies for control of the Balkans. The 
outcome depends on whether the Rom- 
an Catholic Church or the Anglican 


PROTESTANT PRAYER 


66 PROTESTANTS pray’’, ‘‘Cath- 
olies say prayers,’’ accurately de- 
seribes the difference between the Pro- 
testant and Roman Catholic practice of 
praying. Another way of putting it 
would be: Protestants pray from the 
heart, Catholics by heart, and from 
prayer books. Catholic prayers, like all 
other forms of ritual, are made to speci- 
fication by external authority, set down 
in books approved by ecclesiastical cen- 
sors, or learned by rote like the multi- 
plication tables. Protestants allow 
themselves to be guided in prayer by 
the Spirit of God within. This is a con- 
sequence of the fact that Catholicism 
is principally an external, regimented 
mass-form of religion; Protestantism 
is basically an individualistic religion. 


A splendid example of a ‘‘ Protestant 
prayer’’ is the one prayed by Abraham 
Lincoln over the sick child of his friend 


Church ean win over the patriarchs of 
the Eastern Orthodox Church. The 
Vatican has been making intensive ef- 
forts in this regard for many years. 
Victory for the Vatican means that 
Balkan support would go to Hitler and 
Mussolini. The tour of the Balkan na- 
tions by the British bishops was plan- 
ned when it became known that the 
Phanariot of Istanbul, from where the 
affairs of the Orthodox Church are 
managed, has already been in contact 
with the German Government. 

According to the Bishop of Gibral- 
tar, the purpose of the tour of the Pro- 
testant bishops was ‘‘to reaffirm the 
Christian spirit where it was threaten- 
ed’’, and he added significantly ‘‘we 
shall not mince matters’’. 


in the play Abe Lincoln in Illinois. It 
breathes real spiritual power, and 
would convince even unbelievers of the 
feeling beauty, if not the practical effi- 
eacy, of such a simple and sincere 
method of addressing the Deity. The 
Catholic priest, when praying over the 
sick (and the dead), is restricted to his 
Latin ritual-book. What is heard is a 
hurried murmuring of unintelligible 
formulas accompanied by a _hastily- 
made sign of the cross in the air. Our 
English word ‘‘patter’’ derives from 
the customary method of Catholics con- 
stantly repeating their Paters and 
Aves. 


It is true that God can understand 
all languages and can make allow- 
ances for the crudeness of the Hindu 
prayer-wheel or the Catholic rosary- 
beads. But it is at least due to him that 
he be petitioned or praised as intelli- 
gently and understandingly as when 
we petition or address our fellowmen. 
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CATHOLIC CENSUS 


HO are Catholics? How many 

really are there in the United 
States? These are questions that Cath- 
olic authorities are being called upon 
to answer truthfully. For many years 
the bugaboo of ‘‘ America’s twenty mil- 
lion Catholies’’ has seared many a news- 
paper editor and many of our legis- 
lators and businessmen. Archbishop 
Curley of Baltimore once threatened 
President Roosevelt with ‘‘twenty mil- 
lion Catholic votes’’ if he dared to lift 
the arms embargo against Loyalist 
Spain. 

This being a census year, the question 
has again come to the fore, and an effort 
is being made by Catholic periodicals 
to satisfy the insistent demand both of 
the Census Bureau and of the public 
that Catholic statisticians be a little 
more honest in padding their figures. 
The new Official Catholic Directory 
states that there are now nearly twenty- 
one and a half million Catholies in the 
United States. One item, however, in 
the new tabulation has disturbed the 
complacency of the Catholic boosters. 
The diocese of Brooklyn, which used to 
show a larger affiliation than any other, 
is nearly a quarter of a million short 
this year. These are admitted to have 
been inactive or ‘‘bad’’ Catholies. As- 
suming, therefore, that the proportion 
of ‘‘bad’’ Catholics is the same in other 
Catholic dioceses as in Brooklyn, the 
boasted total of twenty millions shrinks 
at once to around fifteen million active 
Catholies. 

This would have to be admitted, but 
it is not all. This total still ineludes 


infants and children not yet communi- 
cants.’ In tabulating Protestant census 
figures, however, the rule of the U. S. 
Census Bureau is adhered to, namely, 
to number only ‘‘communicants’’, not 
the total ‘‘population’’. In 1909, the 
Director of the Bureau appointed Arch- 
bishop Glennon of St. Louis to serve 
as the official ennumerator of the Gov- 
ernment in making a Catholic census. 
He appealed to the Archbishop as fol- 
lows: 


‘*In order that the statisties of all 
denominations may be uniform, it will 
be necessary to request the Catholic 
Church to accept the census basis, and 
report the number of Communicants, 
instead of reporting the population. 
This was the method adopted and as- 
sented to by the Church in 1890. At 
that time, however, the number of Com- 
municants was estimated on the basis 
of population, the rule adopted by the 
prelates of the Church being to take 
eighty-five per cent of the population.’”* 

This request of the Census Bureau, 
however, was not heeded. The Arch- 
bishops, with the concurrence of Arch- 
bishop Glennon, sent the following in- 
structions to all other bishops in the 
country : 


‘‘That the Catholic census, as report- 
ed by the various dioceses, include also 
the children and infants baptized, as 
has been customary. Advice may be 





1In the Catholic Church, children “make 
their First Communion” about the age of 
seven, without any real understanding 
of what it is all about. In Protestant de- 
nominations the age is much farther ad- 
vanced. 


2 Quoted in America, May 4, 1940. 
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made to the United States Census Bur- 
eau that, if it does not wish to include 
the children in that enumeration, fif- 
teen per cent deduction from the Cath- 
olic census may be made as represent- 
ing children.’’ 

Acting on this advice, therefore, we 
ean deduct another fifteen per cent 
from the proverbial twenty million U. 
S. Catholics as representing children 
under seven years of age; thus the 


THE MORTARA CASE 


HE DEATH of Father Edgar 

Mortara on April 17, in Belgium, 
at the age of 89, closed the history of 
one of the most astounding chapters of 
Roman Catholic aggression. He was an 
Italian Jewish-born priest, who was ab- 
ducted as a child by the Pope’s Guards 
in 1858, forcibly educated as a Cath- 
olic, and afterwards ordained a priest. 
The incident created an international 
sensation. It stirred the whole Jewish 
world and was responsible for the form- 
ation of the Alliance Israelite Univer- 
selle. Sir Moses Montifiore advised 
Pope Pius IX not to defy the public 
opinion of Europe and America. The 
Mortara case undoubtedly contributed 
to the downfall of the Papal States 
shortly afterwards. 


Mortara, as an infant, was secretly 
baptized by a Catholic nurse in his 
parents’ home. This was made known 
to the Church authorities, and when 
the boy was six years old he was kid- 
napped by Papal Guards in Bologna 
and secreted in a convent. Although 
the Catholic Church advises against 
forcible baptism, it is often performed 
by Catholic servants and nurses when 
children of Jews and non-Catholics are 
in danger of death after birth. In the 
Mortara case, the church held that the 
baptism had been duly performed and 
that it made the boy in every way a 
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total shrinks further to thirteen mil- 
lions. Even admitting the number to 
be as great as this, it is a figure that 
should not scare anyone. The com- 
bined forces of Evangelical Protestant 
Churches such as the Baptists, Metho- 
dists, Lutherans and Presbyterians in 
the United States, number about 
twenty-five million genuine communi- 
cants of voting or near voting age. 


Christian and a member of the Catholic 
Church. 

In 1859, after Bologna had been an- 
nexed to the kingdom of Sardinia, the 
parents made an effort to obtain pos- 
session of their child, without avail, for 
he had been taken to Rome. Another ef- 
fort, made in 1870 when Rome became 
the capital of Italy, also failed. Edgar 
Mortara, then 18, had declared his in- 
tention of remaining a Catholic. He 
was often paraded in the ghetto for the 
purpose of annoying the Jews. Later he 
entered the Augustinian Order, adopt- 
ing the convent name Pius. He preached 
before the Vatican Council and was of- 
ten sent as a missionary to various Ger- 
man cities, including Munich, Mayence 
and Breslau, and also preached before 
Italian congregations in Catholic 
churches in New York. 


CAST away fear; 
Be of good cheer; 
He is here, 
Is here! 
* + = 
WHY are thou cast down, O my soul? 
And why art thou disquieted within 
me? 
Hope thou in God. 
For I shall yet praise Him, 
Who is the health of my countenance, 
And my God. 
—Ps. 42 
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EVENTS OF CURRENT 
INTEREST 


Thirty members of the Newark police 
force are reported to be members of the 
New Jersey Christian Front, and the 
Police Department has launched an in- 
vestigation. It is also reported that the 
FBI has been inquiring into the affairs 
of the Front in that state. 

* +. 7 


Open persecution of Jews continues in 
all Catholic fascist countries of Europe. 
Under the Franco regime they have been 
subjected to complete throttling of their 
religious life. Synagogues have been 
closed, Jewish worship prohibited, Jewish 
marriage, circumcision and burial banned, 
and Jewish children required to attend 
Catholic religious instruction in the 
schools or go without schooling. Driven 
by fear, some Jews have become con- 
verts to Catholicism. In Hungary a new 
anti-Semitic drive has been launched, the 
excuse being given that Hungarian Jews 
in particular, and “international Jewry” 
in general, are seeking to extend the 
theater of war in order that Gentiles on 
both sides might ‘‘exterminate themselves 
and leave the Jews in power.” 

« x * 


IN the United States, the anti-Semitism 
of the Christian Front has found its way 
into the House of Representatives. Repre- 
sentative Thorkelson of Montana recently 
flooded the Congressional Record with 
anti-Semitic propaganda in an attempt 
to show that a Jewish conspiracy existed 
to discredit the Christian Front. He 
also succeeded in inserting into the 
Record, while only eight members were 
present on the House floor, a speech he 
had delivered to the Christian Mobilizers 
in New York on March 6. All efforts of 
Representative Sabath of Illinois failed 
to have the insertions deleted. 

* * * 


THREE Cubans who fought with the 
Spanish Republican forces during the war 
in Spain arrived in New York on April 22, 
and confirmed reports of the sad state 
of affairs in ‘‘New Spain’’. They told of 
the labor and food shortages and the 
plight of Republican Spaniards under the 
Franco regime. German and Italian mili- 
tary authorities, they said, were still 
active there, and there is every possibility 
that Franco will eventually enter the war 
on the side of Germany. 


THE Catholic bishop of Brooklyn re- 
cently confirmed over 700 converts in 
the Church of St. Joseph. It is reported 
that over 90 per cent of these were form- 
erly Protestants, the remainder being of 
no previous religious affiliation. In the 
new Catholic Directory, the total number 
of converts to the Roman Church in the 
United States in 1939 is given as 73,677. 
This may appear as a formidable ‘“leak- 
age’”’ of Protestants to Roman Catholicism. 
But it is only so because no publicity is 
ever given to the number of Catholics, 
including Catholic priests and nuns, who 
leave the Catholic Church and become 
Protestants. From what we know, most 
Catholics who leave their Church give 
up the practice of all religion. The same 
Catholic Directory lists the number of 
Catholics, in the diocese of Brooklyn 
alone, who do not practice any religion 
as nearly a quarter of a million. 

+. * * 


THE Rev. Edward Lodge Curran, as- 
sociate editor of the Catholic Tablet of 
Brooklyn, N. Y. and aggressive supporter 
of Father Coughlin and his ‘Christian’ 
Front, told a gathering of Holy Name 
Societies last month that “it is about 
time we took over the newspapers of this 
country”. Addressing Holy Name men 
of Bergen, Essex, Hudson and Union 
counties of New Jersey, Rev. Curran stat- 
ed that some newspapers had distorted 
facts behind the arrest of Christian Front 
members. 


“It’s about time we called the press of 
this country to a halt’’, he said, “and ask 
ourselves if it is right that they are sup- 
posed to give us information, but actually 
supply naught but misinformation.” 


* * * 


THE ATLANTIC Conference of the 
Evangelical Church, meeting in Union 
City, N. J., by unanimous vote adopted 
a resolution expressing its disapproval of 
the appointment of Myron C. Taylor as 
President Roosevelt’s personal representa- 
tive to the Pope at Rome, and demanded 
that Mr. Taylor be recalled. A like reso- 
lution on May 2, by the first general con- 
ference of the Methodist Church, repre- 
senting over eight million adherents, at- 
tracted wide attention and stirred the 
Catholic Church throughout the country. 
All Protestant bodies are unanimous in 
declaring that the appointment of Mr. 
Taylor violates the traditional American 
policy of complete separation of church 
and state. 
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Father James O’Connor, Founder of Christ’s Mission 


Former Roman Catholic priest of the diocese of Illinois, 
converted to Evangelical Christianity in 1878. 


Founder of Christ’s Mission as an ex-priests’ Protection So- 
ciety and a center of information about the aims and activities 
of the Catholic hierarchy in America. His Mission still con- 
tinues to function for the objectives laid down for it. 
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PERSONAL TESTIMONIES OF FORMER 
CATHOLIC PRIESTS AND NUNS 


FOREWORD 


By Leo H. Lenmann, D.D. 


THE LEGION OF THE LOST—BUT FOUND AND SAVED 


OST SHEPHERDS is the name 
sometimes given to men and wo- 
men who once were priests and nuns in 
the service of the Roman Catholic 
Chureh. Far from being lost, however, 
such men and women can truthfully 





Dr. L. H. LEHMANN, former priest 
Editor-in-Chief of The Converted Catholic 


testify that, by giving up their status 
as Catholic priests and nuns, they have 
really found themselves. In the Serip- 
tural sense, they lose their life to find 
it. 


There is an avowed interest in the 
testimonies of such men and women, 
both because of what they have to tell 
of their own personal religious senti- 
ments as converts from Roman Cath- 
olicism, as well as their views on Cath- 
olicism in the political and social field. 
Their life-stories afford glimpses behind 
the scenes of Catholic action that other- 
wise cannot be had. 


Such life-stories show many facets of 
character and involve an unending 
series of doubts, questings, gradual en- 
lightenment, religious and emotional 
reactions, sufferings, hesitations, rend- 
ing of family and social ties, abandon- 
ment of cherished ideals. To many, hap- 
pily, all these lead to a new life, a re- 
birth—that spiritual regeneration which 
makes Evangelical Christianity the 
powerful factor it is, or can be, in the 
lives of individuals and nations. 


It is to bring out these factors that 
we publish the following personal testi- 
monies of former priests and nuns, and 
not with the intention of exposing any 
salacious details commonly associated 
with the secret lives of nuns and priests 
in convents and monasteries. Each one 
has been left entirely free, however, to 
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express the sentiments that resulted 
from his or her personal experience. 
Limitations of space account for the in- 
adequacy of the stories here presented. 
In so few lines, little more than a quick 
glance at one or two highlights in the 
making of such a life decision is pos- 
sible. Later, we hope to be able to in- 
duce these men and women to write a 
more fully developed account of the 
causes and effects of their momentous 
decisions to abandon the service of the 
Roman priesthood and the convent en- 
closure. 


It will be noted that all concur in 
depicting the sense of imprisonment 
that colored their former lives. This is 
to be expected of all who find freedom 
and release from oppression and stulti- 
fication of mental, spiritual and phy- 
sical faculties. It is the reaction of the 
blind who come to see, the lame who are 
made free to walk, of the imprisoned 
who are set at liberty to run unfettered 
through open doors. 


Though we all desire to shout our 
message from the housetops, and to tell 
the world of the joy of our re-birth, 
many feel a reluctance to go too deep- 
ly into the details of their life stories 
for fear of embarrassment of relatives, 
for fear of loss of employment and of 
persecution. Some have a natural de- 
sire to be left in peace and quiet after 
long exposure to the public glare as 
priests. For these reasons many ex- 
priests and nuns prefer to conceal their 
identity entirely for the remainder of 
their lives. 


The way of the ex-priest and the ex- 
nun is most diffieult, economically and 
socially. Little or nothing has ever been 
done to help them when they venture 
out into the ordinary workaday world. 
Even Christ’s Mission, founded for this 
purpose by ex-priest James O’Connor 
sixty years ago, has been able to do very 


little in this regard. In small ways it 
has helped about two hundred ex- 
priests. There have been literally 
thousands of others it has never been 
able to reach, or could never have help- 
ed if it had. There is here an immense- 
ly fruitful work for those Protestants 
who are really in earnest in preserving 
the fundments of their faith against the 
increasing aggression of counter-Re- 
formation propaganda of the Church of 
Rome. The work of the Reformation is 
not yet complete. After four hundred 
years the truly regenerative teaching 
of the Christian Gospel is still a closed 
book to over three hundred millions 
who desire to be called Christians, but 
who never have had that Gospel rightly 
taught to them. Since the Reformation 
was begun by ex-priests and nuns of 
the Catholic Church in the 16th cen- 
tury, it is to be expected that it would 
best be continued and brought to fulfill- 
ment in the twentieth century by other 
ex-priests and nuns who have liberated 
themselves from that same Church of 
Rome. 


Great allurements are offered Pro- 
testant ministers by Roman Church 
groups to renounce Protestantism and 
become Catholic priests. Honors, secure 
employment and a good living are sup- 
plied to them. Their names are widely 
publicized in the newspapers. Why can- 
not something be done for priests who 
imitate Martin Luther and other Re- 
formers, so that they too may secure 
employment ? 


Every new subscription helps our mag- 
azine and our work at Christ’s Mission 
in behalf of priests who have turned from 
the Roman priesthood to join with us 
in the defense of our liberation and rights 
as children of a loving God. 
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REV. ARISTIDE MALINVERNI 


Rev. Dr. Malinvern was a priest and professor at a Roman Catholic Seminary 
in Italy. By searching the Scriptures he succeeded im discovering the falsity of 
the doctrines he had believed and taught and was converted to Evangelical 
Christianity. He was connected with Christ’s Mission for many years and is now 


a Protestant pastor in Brooklyn, N. Y. 


MY CONVERSION 


By Rev. AristipE MALINVERNI, D.D. 


T IS exceedingly difficult to condense 

in a few pages the history of my 
conversion; difficult to explain the 
human element that led the way to it; 
more so to explain the divine factor 
which brought me near the source of 
Light, Truth and Love. Two factors 
enter into the conversion of souls—one 
divine, the other human. God illumin- 
ates; man sees. God invites to the sup- 
per of the Lamb; man accepts. The 
miracle of a new creation is then ac- 
complished, but who can tell the won- 
drous working of it? 


IN THE DARKNESS 


I was a Roman Catholic priest, or- 
dained in 1894 by Bishop Jeremiah 
Bonomelli, of Cremona, northern Italy. 
I was at once appointed assistant pas- 
tor at Cassano d’Adda in 1895, and 
shortly after promoted to the profes- 
sorship of the Italian language and 
Oriental history in the local seminary. 
I was also editor of a Roman Catholic 
newspaper called J/ Vessillo, or ‘‘The 
Banner.’’ My last appointment as a 
priest was to the pastorate of Fiesco. In 
the first years of my ministry I did all 
my work in perfectly good faith, be- 
cause I knew nothing except what | 
had been taught by my Church instrue- 
tors. 

The question is at once wilt: Is 
it possible that an intelligent being, 
after devoting twelve years of study 
in college and Seminary, could keep 
faithful to the Roman Church, with all 
its superstitions, ridiculous and un- 
Christian practices? Can priests remain 
in good faith? Yes, and I was one of 


them. I must confess that it is diffi- 
cult for a Protestant, grown up and 
breathing the air of liberty, to under- 
stand the position and the mental atti- 
tude of a priest or of a student for the 
Roman priesthood. But the Roman 
Church, with her magisterial art, knows 
well how to chain the intellect and stiff- 
n the soul. 


While I was under this oppressing 
yoke, deprived of my moral liberty, I 
could not even think of reading books, 
magazines and newspapers that would 
give me some light. I was simply terri- 
fied by the awful penalties that accom- 
pany excommunication: denial of the 
sacraments, denial of ecclesiastical bur- 
ial, privation of the rights to appeal to 
the civil courts. Os, orare, vale, com- 
munio, mensa negatur is the formula 
against all excommunicated persons, 
meaning in English, that an excom- 
munieated person cannot be talked to, 
or shown any sign of benevolence, that 
he cannot take part in any office of the 
Church, that he cannot even be greeted 
by any salutations by former friends, 
that all men are forbidden to enter into 
partnerships, contracts, or even to re- 
side or eat with him. In an entirely 
Catholic country an excommunicated 
person therefore would die of starva- 
tion, forsaken and despised by all. Here 
in America with others of my kind, I 
am protected and allowed to live solely 
because of the guarantees of the Consti- 
tution of the United States. 


INTO THE LIGHT 


Late in 1905, after long and careful 
study, I came no longer to believe in 
the doctrines of the Roman Church. 
I could not teach others what I my- 
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self did not believe. For a whole 
year, however, a struggle went on be- 
tween my awakened conscience, which 
ardently desired light, truth and liber- 
ty on the one hand, and my personal 
interest on the other. For I had a very 
luerative position in the Roman Church, 
and my prospects for future financial 
advancement looked bright. But at last 
God had His way with me. In Novem- 
ber, 1906, I left my parish and the 
Roman Church, and after unspeakable 
persecutions in Italy from my former 
friends and associates, I left my coun- 
try and came to this blessed land where 
God was waiting to give me the fullness 
of His light and grace. 

At first my change was only intel- 
lectual. My creed was changed, but 
not, my heart. But the good Lord, 
through many trials, at last took pos- 
session of me, making me partaker of 
His nature that is love. 

On the 2nd of November, 1908, I was 
listening to that powerful man of God, 
the late General Booth, at the Salva- 
tion Army Hall on 14th St., New York 
City. Then and there I felt the Spirit 
of God speaking to me with such pro- 
found accents that I will never be able 
to express. That was the first real re- 
ligious meeting that I ever attended. 
These solemn moments made me real- 
ize the presence of an infinite and lov- 
ing power, ready to commune with me, 
and to give me all I needed. I there 
found mercy, pardon, peace, love, 
Christ. Christians around me _ were 
praying, Christians around me were 


singing, a brother at my side was plead- 
ing, but only God was really speaking 
to me. Only to God I listened. ‘*‘My 
son, give me your heart!’’ Then I cried: 
‘‘O, God! It is a poor heart, a guilty 
heart, but such as it is Thy precious 
Blood was shed for it; such as it is 
Thou didst die for it! Such as it is 
I give it into Thy hands. Let me be 
wholly Thine!’’ 

And then, at the very moment of my 
full surrender, a clear vision of the 
crucified Jesus was displayed before 
my astonished eyes. From the lips of 
Jesus I heard the words ‘‘Thy sins are 
forgiven.’’ The chains fell off and my 
heart was free. 

Before my conversion I read much 
about regeneration, and the new birth, 
but now I know it by experience. I 
saw by faith the Kingdom of God. I 
entered into it. Thereafter the New 
Testament was opened up to me. I[ 
saw its beauty and truth, and I have 
lived by it since. 

* * * 

Leaving the Roman Catholic priest- 
hood, I passed through great trials and 
tribulations, persecutions, moral tort- 
ures and physical deprivations. But I 
came through it all. Leaving the 
Church of Rome I left the honors and 
and advantages of earthly life. But I 
found peace to my conscience, light to 
my intellect and freedom to my spirit. 
I lost the world, but I found Christ. 
With Paul I ean now confidentially 
say: ‘‘For me to live is Christ, and to 
die is gain.’’—Aristide Malinverni. 


CHRIST’S MISSION—Form of Bequest 


I give and bequeath to Christ’s Mission, incorporated in the State of 


New York, the sum of $ 
poses of said Mission. 


to be applied to the uses and pur- 


(However, Bis dat qui cito dat—‘He gives double 
who gives immediately’’.) 
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REV.REAL D’ANJOU 


Former priest of Rome who resigned’ the Roman priesthood in 1936 in Fon- 
tanelle, Gaspé Co., Quebec. Like Father Chiniquy, when he came to the light of 
Gospel Christianity, his congregation followed him out of the Church of Rome. 
The condition in which his action has left him is described herein in his own 
words (translated from the French). Forgetful of his own personal needs, he 
has thought only of the difficulty of securing a church, a school and a burial 
ground for his people. These are in the hands of the Roman Church there, and 
Rev. D’Anjou will find it hard to keep his congregation with him. Space forbids 
us to give his story in full. 


“THE SPIRIT BREATHETH WHERE IT LISTETH” 


; —John 3,8 
By Rev. Réat D’ANJou 





OR MANY years as a priest the 

voice of God continued to call me 
to the light of His Gospel, until one day 
I said to myself with a conviction that 
has still remained with me ‘‘Surely 
we are a long way from true Christian- 
ity, a long way from the spirit of the 
teachings of the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ!’’ And often it came to my 
mind that I should leave the Church 
of Rome. For, try as I would, I could 
find no proof of its claims, not one 
mark by which it could be known as the 
true Chureh of Christ. But it was not 
an easy thing to do. My mother was 
nearly 80 years old, but I did not know 
then as I do now that she never really 
believed in the power of the Pope. 

But what seems impossible for men 
is not impossible for God to accomplish. 
It was God himself who solved my 
problem and rolled away the stone that 
obstructed my way out of the Church 
of Rome and its priesthood. For four 
years I had taken the part of the poor 
of my parish against a parishoner. who 
was the distributor of Public Relief. He 
was afterwards deprived of his position 
by the Federal and Provincial Govern- 
ment, but not before he had obtained 
the aid of the bishop against me. 

But my people were with me, and 
against the judgment of the mass of 
the people nothing prevails. The voice 


of the people is the voice of God. But 
on Sunday, October 4th, 1936, a priest 
arrived at Fontanelle just before the 
time for mass, and in front of my peo- 
ple gathered round the church, and 
without any formality, ordered me to 
quit my parish within an hour under 
pain of excommunication, ipso facto. 
The population of Fontanelle, who at 
once saw in my banishment the veng- 
eance of my adversary, a plot engi- 
neered against me by him and his asso- 
ciates, protested, calling me back to say 
mass and sent my successor away, telling 
him never to return. But the powerful 
Church of Rome, which in all times and 
places has enjoyed the privilege of im- 
munity from the law, did not heed the 
protest of my people and insisted on 
my banishment. I was being sacrificed 
to satisfy a man whom the people de- 
tested because he had exploited them. 
Thereupon I was offered protec*ion 
by the people. They secured a site and 
requested me to build them a chureh 
and to preach the Gospel to them. My 
honor, my future and my aged mother 
were in jeopardy. I was as one who 
sees home and land and all his goods 
destroyed at one blow. But in the 
midst of the disaster the veils were 
lifted from my eyes. The chains which 
had bound me to the Church of Rome 
were broken at last. I was face to face 
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with God at last and his Holy Gospel. 

My faithful servant, Amedee Lavoie 
who, after his conversion, became my 
fervent champion in the diffiusion of 
the Gospel, and who, as a part of the 
persecution levelled against me, was 
thrown in prison for five months, took 
my aged mother and myself under his 
poor roof. One single room and only 
one bed had to suffice for us both. In 
his little cottage I sit and write this 
story on the corner of a table, with the 
noise of his little children around me, 
the youngest in his cradle nearby. But 
from this poor home of my faithful 
friend I keep in touch with my people 
and send out the good news of the word 
of God. 

But the persecution of the Church 
never ceases against me and mine. They 
hold it necessary to destroy my reputa- 
tion in order to justify the conduct of 
the bishop in the matter. They do their 
best to make a desert around me so as 
to force me back again into the Church 
of Rome. They send me letters threat- 
ening my life, that of my old mother, 
and my friend Lavoie and his family 
if I persist in remaining in Fontenelle. 
Many of my parishoners have been ar- 
rested and put in jail, and it is impos- 


sible to describe the hate and cruelty 
with which they have gone after my 
poor servant Amedee Lavoie. In order 
to efface my memory from the place, 
they have transformed the church 
which I had restored. They have de- 
stroyed the altar which I built there, 
saying that it is the work of another 
Father Chiniquy. They tell everyone to 
treat me as a leper. If I come out of 
a house, the priest goes in at once and 
sprinkles it with holy water. They or- 
der the people to put me out of their 
houses, and forbid them to speak to me, 
nor to ride with me in any vehicle, and 
forbid them to listen to my preaching 
under pain of excommunication. 

But the command of Christ echoes 
all the time in my heart ‘‘Go and 
preach the Gospel!’’ Having found the 
true God, the true light, the only 
Church of Christ, I pledge myself to 
carry on. The Gospel goes on its way, 
and I have more than a majority of my 
old parish with me. I am convinced 
before many years have passed, the Ro- 
man Church in Gaspé will be closed. 
Pray for me, dear readers, that the 
light of the Gospel of Jesus Christ may 
spread far and wide in this beautiful 
Gaspé Peninsula——Réal D’Anjou. 


REV. CHRIS DI PIETRO, D.D. 


The Rev. Dr. Di Pietro was a priest in New York City and Brooklyn, from 
where, a few years ago, he resigned the priesthood of his own free will. He is 
now happy in his new found Faith and strives zealously to bring the light of the 
true Gospel to his former co-religionists. Following is his own personal story: 


FROM THE DARKNESS OF ROME TO THE LIGHT OF CHRIST 
By Curis. D1 Pierro, D. D. 


T SEEMS almost miraculous that a 

priest should leave the Roman Cath- 
olie Chureh to follow the Lord Jesus 
Christ. What an effort he must make, 
how many difficulties he must overcome, 
knowing full well that by so doing he 
will lose all his friends, the love of par- 
ents and relatives! He has to give up 


his only means of livelihood and face 
privation. The bitterness of it all often 
inclines him to forsake religion alto- 
gether and become an atheist. 

I often wonder to myself how I had 
the courage to leave the Roman priest- 
hood where all is darkness and doubt, 
and walk in the narrow way of Salva- 
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tion, where all is clear and open and 
where alone true joy and happiness is 
to be found. I am now a Christian. I 
preach the Gospel of salvation, and my 
prayer to the good Lord is to thank 
Him for opening my eyes to the light 
of Faith, and to ask Him to forgive 
me for misleading people when I was 
a priest of the Roman Church by teach- 





Rev. Curis Di Pierro 
As a priest 


ing them the errors of its ways. What 
I ask now is that he will make me a 
better Christian and a true apostle of 
His Kingdom. 


Here, dear reader, is the story of my 
conversion from the darkness of Rome 
to the light of Christ : 


As the heart panteth after the water 
brooks, so panteth my soul after thee, 
O God. My soul thirsteth for God, for 
the living God. When shall I come and 
appear before God?—Ps. 42: 1-2. 


These beautiful words of the Psalm- 


ist were always in my mind. We used . 
to sing them often in the Church of 
Rome. But everytime I heard them 
sung it made me sad, because I could 
not feel their sweetness. I felt that 
they did not mean anything to me. A 
voice in my heart, like a continuous 
torment, was always asking ‘‘ Where is 
thy God? Where is thy God? You 
will never come and appear before 
Him!’’ But thanks to God and to our 
Saviour Jesus Christ, I am now out of 
the Chureh of Rome. I now walk in 
the way of Salvation, and some day I 
am sure I shall appear before God. 
How did my conversion take place? 


I was born August 4th, 1905, in a 
village near Naples, in Italy. At the 
age of seven I started to go to school. 
Besides elementary school, I attended 
high school for five years, went to col- 
lege and studied philosophy for three 
years and to Theological University for 
four years. There I obtained the degree 
of Doetor of Divinity. When I was 25 
years old I was ordained a priest of the 
Roman Church. Years previous, my 
parents, brothers and sisters had come 
to America, and after I had been a 
priest for a year, one of my brothers 
returned to Italy and asked me to come 
to the United States so as to be near 
my relatives. I gladly accepted, first 
because I wished to see my parents who 
had worked hard to pay for my train- 
ing; secondly, because I wanted to leave 
Italy, hoping that I would find an op- 
portunity some day to leave the priest- 
hood. 


I did not want to leave, as many 
people may think, because I wanted to 
get married. In fact, now five years af- 
ter leaving the priesthood, I am still 
single. My reason was that I had never 
wanted to be a priest and I do not think 
I ever had a vocation for it. As a little 
boy I had no liking for priests. I re- 
garded them as a rough, ignorant class 
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of men who are wrongly styled minis- 
ters of God. But in Italy they put a 
eassock on a boy when he is only about 
ten years old, so that he never really 
knows what life is all about. I put on 
the cassock to please my parents, but at 
the age of 15 I wrote my father that I 
had no desire to be a priest. I told him 
I wanted to be a lawyer or a doctor. 
The Roman Catholie religion even then 
did not satisfy me, and I could not be- 
lieve all it taught. ‘‘ As the heart pant- 
eth for the water brooks, so my soul 
was longing for God.’’ I felt convineed 
that I would never find Him in the Ro- 
man Chureh. But my father answered 
“If you leave, I will come and kill 
you!’’ Frightened, I was compelled to 
go on. 

After my four years in the Theologi- 
cal Seminary there was no choice left 
to me.I had to become a priest, even 
against my will. So it was that it was 
a great relief for me to come to Amer- 
ica ten years ago, hoping that I would 
get the chance to become a good lay- 
man some day. And after I had been 
in the country four years as a priest, 
two years in New York City and two 
years in Brooklyn, that chance was af- 
forded me. 

Most people think the life of a priest 
is a very happy and peaceful one, and 
that priests live together like brothers. 
That is not true. A Catholic Rectory 
is anything but a peaceful place. The 
priests often dislike each other and they 
become very jealous of one another. Al- 
though I had never wanted to be a 
priest, I worked very hard for the 
Church. But all the sacrifices | made 
were useless. The pastor of the Church 
became jealous of me because the peo- 
ple liked me, and in the end he got the 
Bishop to order me to return to Italy 
where I would have to remain a priest 
whether I liked it or not. So I chose 
to leave the priesthood and remain in 
America where I would have the pro- 


tection and freedom guaranteed by its 
democratic institutions. 

That was October, 1935. Friends and 
relatives begged me to return, but there 
is not the slightest danger that I shall 
ever do so. I am happy now in having 
found Jesus Christ and in having given 
up the superstitions, the fear and hy- 
pocrisy of the Church of Rome. With 
the Protestants I can sincerely praise 
Jesus Christ and be joyful, like them, 
without fear. In the Roman Church all 
is fear and obedience to men and the 
laws they make which deprive the peo- 
ple of the light of the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. 

It was at Christ’s Mission that I first 
found the Lord Jesus Christ and ac- 
cepted Him into my heart as my only 
Saviour. Christ’s Mission was founded 
in New York City for the purpose of 
leading Roman priests to God. There 
is preached the true Gospel of Jesus 
Christ that, as St. John says, ‘‘If we 
confess our sins He [Jesus] is faithful 
and just to forgive our sins and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.’’ 
He does not say we must confess our 
sins to a priest. He does not say ‘‘Go 
and take up collections and say mass’’ 
but “‘Go into the whole world and 
preach the Gospel.’’ He does not com- 
mand us to abstain from meat on Fri- 
days, or forbid us to marry. These St. 
Paul calls ‘‘doctrines of devils.’’ 

I am sure Jesus called me out of the 
Roman priesthood because He wants 
me to follow Him in the right way. He 
will take care of me. I do not care if 
I am deprived of the love of my rela- 
tives, or if the whole world is against 
me. Even if I must starve, I will still 
rejoice that I have Jesus in my heart 
and ean truthfully sing to the Lord 
‘‘My soul always longed for thee, O 
God. Finally I have found Thee, and 
some day I shall appear and rest before 
Thy heavenly throne.’’ 


Curis D1 Pietro 
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REV. EARLE LEBARON 


Rev. LeBaron was a priest of the Roman Church in his native state of Florida, 
and former Roman Catholic U. 8S. Navy chaplain at Pensacola. In 1933 he volun- 
tarily resigned the priesthood, studied for the Protestant ministry and accepted 
a call to the First Christian Church in Pensacola, where he had formerly served 


as a Catholic priest. 


WHY ARE YE FEARFUL? 


By Rev. Earte LEBARON 


T IS to the shame of Protestants that 
many of them, even church leaders 
and ministers, are influenced by Roman 
Catholic propaganda. Unwittingly, per- 
haps, they become dupes of Rome. They 
appear to forget the price paid by their 
spiritual forefathers for the freedom 
to worship God. They seem unmindful 
that they have been ‘‘bought with a 
great price’’ in the suffering, sacrifice 
and death of those who led the revolt 
against ecclesiastical autocracy and 
spiritual despotism. 

This is particularly the case with re- 
gard to the treatment of ex-priests to- 
day. When I left the Roman priesthood 
I was regarded with indifference, sus- 
picion, and in some cases downright 
hostility by Protestants when I sought 
to enter their ministry. At Christ’s Mis- 
sion I found sympathy and practical 
help. Even after four years of service 
in the Protestant faith, the fact that I 
had been a Catholic priest was still 
brought against me. My former relig- 
ious connection prevented my eal] to 
several large Christian churches where 
I was being considered for pastor. 


It is pathetic to contemplate the spi- 
ritual descendants of Wycliffe, Huss, 
Luther, Calvin, Knox, the Campbells, 
Barton W. Stone, awed by the Triple 
Crown of the suecessors of Pope Gre- 
gory VII, Innocent III,and Leo X. One 
need only consider this fact to appre- 
ciate the power, the subtlety and the ef- 
ficiency of Roman Church propaganda. 
So widespread, persistent and thorough 


have its efforts been to discredit former 
priests who have the courage to defy 
its power, that many Protestants con- 
sider an ‘‘ex-priest’’ a ranking member 
of ‘‘The Lost Legion.’’ How easily Pro- 
testants forget that they themselves 
owe their own spiritual freedom to Wy- 
cliffe, Huss, Luther, Calvin and Knox— 
all ex-priests or clerics of the Roman 
Catholic Chureh! 

It is true that some ex-priests have 
exploited their past by sensational 
books and lurid lectures about the cor- 
ruption they have seen in convents and 
monasteries. But the exaggerations of 
the few ‘‘professional’’ ex-priests 
should not make Protestants forget the 
vast number of sincerely converted 
priests who should be supported and 
given a chance to become a real force 
in counteracting the evils of Rome and 
efficient preachers of the Gospel of Jes- 
us Christ. The hope of completing the 
work of the first Reformers and earry- 
ing the light of the Gospel to the mil- 
lions of Roman Catholies who still ‘‘sit 
in darkness and the shadow of death,’’ 
lies with their own converted priests. 


Today we find a tendency among ul- 
tra-modernists to dismiss Luther and 
his associates with a shrug of contempt. 
Luther is regarded as a psychopathic 
ease, while Calvin is castigated as a 
physical and moral dyspeptic. Many 
Presbyterian leaders are willing to 
eliminate much of the basic teaching 
of Calvin so as to be more in line with 
the ecclesiasticism of Rome. But there 
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can be no union or even codperation 
with Rome while she maintains her 
traditional pose as ‘‘the sole represent- 
ative of Christ on earth; that she alone 
teaches the whole truth; that truth is 
necessarily intolerant of error (Protest- 
antism) and therefore error (Protest- 
antism) has no right to exist.’’ This is 
the teaching of the Roman Catholic 
Church which continues to show a with- 
ering contempt for the origin and min- 
istry of the Protestant Churches. 


**Outside the Church of Rome there 
is no salvation’’ is still the guiding 
principle in the thrust of Roman Cath- 
olic agents even here in free America. 
The Vatican does not want union; it 
wants submission. It does not want 
freedom and liberty ; it wants the blind 
obedience of nations and individuals 
to its dictates. But let us stand fast in 
the faith of our fathers! 


—Ear.Le LeBaron 


SISTER MARGARET, FORMER NUN OF ST. 
JOSEPH’S SEMINARY, TROY, NEW YORK 


Miss Noonan was for 32 years a nun in the order of the Sisters of St. Joseph. 


Here is her life story: 


WHY | LEFT THE CONVENT 


By Sister MARGARET 


“*T tasted all the sweets of sacrifice, 
I kissed my cross a thousand times a 

day, 
I hung and bled upon it in my dreams, 
I lived on it—I loved it to the last.’’ 

WAS born in the village of Aherlow, 

situated in one of the most roman- 

tie spots in Ireland. I left there at the 
age of fifteen to enter a convent in the 
United States. As I kissed my parents 
goodbye on a cold, frosty morning in 
February I knew I was severing the 
most sacred ties in life by walking 
blindly into convent life. I was sad and 
lonely, but the life of the convent had 
been painted to me in glowing colors by 
the nuns who had been sent from the 
Mother House in St. Louis, Mo. And I 
believed that by giving up the pleasures 
of this life I would receive a hundred- 
fold in the next. 
NOVITIATE 

For six months I was a ‘‘ Postulant’’ 
at the Seminary in Troy, New York, 
after which, with some other American 
girls, I received the habit and became 


a novice. At that time, and for nearly 
thirty years after, I considered that 
habit ‘‘holy’’ as well as those who wore 





Miss Elizabeth Noonan 
former Sister Margaret 


it. But my views on that point have 
long since changed. As is usual with 
most young nuns, I was extremely hap- 
py at first. During the two years of my 
novitiate I had no thought of leaving. 
To do so is regarded as something 
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shameful in the eyes of Irish Catholic 
people, who despise no one more than 
a ‘‘spoiled nun’’ or a ‘‘spoiled priest.’’ 

I was just seventeen when I took 
my first vows of poverty, chastity and 
obedience. A Jesuit priest questioned 
us before the ceremony about our mo- 
tives and intentions. When he asked 
me, among other things, my reason for 
entering the convent, I answered in all 
sincerity and childlike simplicity ‘‘To 
save my soul, Father!’’ It never oc- 
curred to me how all the other millions 
of women in the world would be able 
to save their souls without entering a 
convent ! 


TEACHING WORK 


The principal work of the Sisters of 
St. Joseph is teaching in parochial 
schools and Catholic girls’ colleges. I 
was first appointed to teach at Hoosick 
Falls, N. Y., and while there my broth- 
er was ordained a priest and appointed 
chaplain to one of our convents. This 
gave me great joy at the time. Now our 
ways have parted. This brother whom I 
loved, and who once loved me, must 
now condemn his sister as an apostate, 
a reprobate heretic for whom there is 
no salvation in this world or the next. 
To save the Church he has had to con- 
demn his sister and shield those who 
wronged her. 

For five years I taught school in many 
places in New York State, in Troy, 
Cohoes, Little Falls,ete. I was then due 
to make profession of my final vows. 
But because I had shielded an innocent 
Sister from the spite of the Directress 
of St. Michael’s School in Troy, I was 
forbidden to pronounce my vows at 
that time. It was the first shock to my 
youthful illusions about convent life. 
However, I took my final vows the fol- 
lowing year, 1907, at Cohoes. It was 
after this time that my eyes were open- 
ed to the deceit, cruelty and unhappi- 
ness of convent life. Sister Mary Mar- 


garet, who came of a wealthy family, 
was a special favorite of the higher-ups 
in the order who were anxious to make 
her a Mother Superior. She was aided 
by a faction of the nuns who courted 
her favor. These were constantly light- 
ing candles at shrines and making nov- 
enas to the saints to have the existing 
Mother Superior removed and Sister 
Margaret appointed in her place. Her 
lack of spirituality was known to all, 
and it was no wonder that the convent 
came to grief when she became its 
Mother Superior. 

It is not my intention here to detail 
the persecutions and scandals that take 
place behind convent walls. Suffice it to 
say I have suffered myself, and have 
seen others suffer—in silence, cut off 
from all human sympathy, deprived of 
the natural joys of life, yearning—all 
the time yearning to make life worth 
while. The utter loneliness of it all is 
intensified by having in authority those 
in whom one dare not confide. 

The newspapers of this country have 
related the circumstances how and why 
I left the convent—after devoting my 
youth and womanhood to its service, 
working and teaching in that army of 
unpaid laborers for the Church of 
Rome in America for thirty-two years. 
The details of my treatment by the con- 
vent authorities and the priests are set 
forth in my law suit against them and 
the Bishop of Albany as the newspaper 
reports relate. For daring to raise my 
voice in protest against what I saw in 
the convent around me, I was locked 
out one night in June, 1929, and, on a 
trumped-up pretext, taken before a 
judge and sentenced to fifty days in 
jail—or $50.00 fine. As I had nothing 
but my nun’s robe, I was put in jail 
where I remained for five days till some 
kind friends paid my fine and I was re- 
leased. 

I have suffered much since, from 
destitution and sickness. But it all led 
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to the most important happening of my 
life—my conversion to true Christian- 
ity. The convent ejected me but Jesus 
Christ received me. The seales of deceit 
and untruth fell from my eyes and I 
saw the light of the Gospel. I had lived 
in sad and silent sorrow during my 
long years in the convent. 
“‘There is a sorrow, silent, dark and 
lone, 
It sheds no tears, it 
moan.”’ 

Then for the first time my heart be- 
gan to open to real joy. In the home of 
the kind Protestant pastor who took me 
in, | smiled in the midst of the gay 
laughter of children’s voices. Their 
mother’s gentle Christian attitude to- 
wards her children and home life opened 
my soul to aspects of life, such as I 
never before knew. It was at their home 
in the Catskill mountains, ‘‘out in the 
fields of God,’’ that I experienced the 
sweetest moments of my life, and it was 
there that I made renunciation, once 
and for all, of Roman Catholicism and 
fully accepted Jesus Christ as my per- 
sonal Saviour. 


never maketh 


AND NOW WHITHER? 

My thirty-two years in the convent 
have left me advanced in years and 
without vigor and health. I have re- 
ceived the gift of conversion to Christ 
for myself, but how can I help others 
to the same? I consecrated my whole 
life at the age of 15 to the Church of 
Rome, firmly believing in my ignorance 
that by doing so was the best way to 
bring souls to God. I now deem it a 
duty to show as much zeal for the con- 
version of my former Catholic friends 
to Evangelical Christianity as I had 
when I worked under the delusions of 
the Church of Rome. Bodily health 
alone is lacking to me. But with God 
all things are possible. I can co-operate 
with Christ’s Mission here in New 
York, which was founded to bring the 
light of the Gospel to Catholies and as a 
Society to help ex-priests and nuns. I 
have God’s promise in the Bible, which 
now means so much to me “‘T will re- 
store the years that the locust hath 
eaten.”’ 

—ELizaBETH NOONAN 


REV. PETER DI NARDO 


Rev. Mr. Di Nardo, formerly a priest ordained in Italy, is now an ordained 
Presbyterian minister, and Pastor of the Italian Presbyterian Church of Our 


Savior, Newark, New Jersey. 
Here is his story: 


FROM THE OLD TO THE NEW, OR GOD’S WAY 


By Rev. Peter Di Narpo 


WAS predestined to be a priest. It 

is the custom of well-to-do Italian 
families that the first born son con- 
tinue the father’s business. The second 
son has to be a priest, the third a sol- 
dier or a professional man. I happened 
to be the second born. On my mother’s 
knees I was the little priest; the lulla- 
bys, the endearing words, were adapted 
to foster the plan. At school age a 


priest took care of my education; he 


took me with him to chureh in order 
that I might serve at the altar. At eight 
in a public, solemn ceremony in the 
Church, I was clothed with the priestly 
robe and sent to the seminary. I was 
put through a strict discipline. The 
family life, the boyhood plays and fun 
were sorely missed. When I see the 
children of America engaged in ath- 
leties and games of all sorts, I realize 
what I missed. 





= Re 





SAEAREE TOU PR hk mn 


A RTS = ARMED. 0 


THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC 21 


At sixteen, on completion of high 
school, I rebelled and told my parents 
that I did not feel called to be a priest, 
and dared to express my preference to 
study law. It took courage to make such 
a declaration of independence, for I 
knew what was coming to me. My fath- 
er threatened, my mother cried bitter- 
ly; a world had fallen, their castles-in- 
the-air had collapsed. I stood my 
ground for a few days, then I weakened 
and gave in. Joy returned to the family 
and my father showered me with gifts 
and promises. And I went back to the 
seminary. 

| made up my mind to make the best 
of a bad situation. If I must be a 
priest, I wanted to have a brilliant 
career. At nineteen I graduated from 
college and started courses in Theol- 
ogy. | was appointed Assistant Profes- 
sor, supplying for absent teachers in 
all the departments, and was chosen 
master of ceremonies, having charge of 
directing the gorgeous, theatrical fune- 
tions in the cathedral of the diocese. 


ORDAINED A PRIEST 


A few months later I was ordained 
subdeacon, a year after a deacon, and 
at twenty-two and a half a priest, by 
special dispensation, the legal mini- 
mum age being twenty-four. It would 
take too long to tell about the festivities 
held in my honor in my native town, 
the whole population of 5,000 taking 
part. One thing, however, I want to 
mention, which may be of interest. My 
father placed a fountain of wine in the 
center of the town; every one could 
drink to his heart’s content. All was 
set for a brilliant career. Friends in the 
priesthood advised me to undertake the 
diplomatic career. It is important to 
know that the Roman Church carefully 
trains her diplomatic representatives. 
Her Nuncios, Apostolic Delegates ac- 
credited to the governments of the 
world, her Secretaries of State and 


their assistants, the employees in the 
court of Rome and at the seats of for- 
eign governments are all wisely chosen 
and diligently prepared for their work. 
The majority of cardinals are chosen 
from the Nuncios and Apostolic Dele- 
gates; the present Pope having been 
Nuncio in Berlin before he was ap- 
pointed a cardinal. The advice appeal- 
ed to my imagination; but my parents 
again dictated their will and vetoed my 
decision. Without their financial help, 
I could not support myself in Rome. 


PARISH WORK 

In Italy several priests are attached 
to a parish, but only one is the curate; 
he receives the emolument provided by 
the government, also the fees for the 
administration of the sacraments, for 
funerals and feast days. The other 
priests have no source of income, ex- 
cept what they receive from people who 
engage them to say mass for the souls 
in purgatory. This income is uncertain 
and insufficient. They therefore must 
largely depend upon the support of the 
family income, if there be any. And un- 
less they do something outside their vo- 
cation, teaching for instance, they have 
nothing to do except to spend half an 
hour every day saying mass. The souls 
of the people, their education or their 
welfare are not their concern. It often 
happens, therefore, that there are in a 
town of 3,000 or 4,000 people a dozen 
or more priests without anything to do. 
This produces a class of lazy, do-noth- 
ing, pleasure-seeking ecclesiastics. I had 
everything I wanted in material goods. 
I could not have desired more. And still 
I was unhappy. As a priest, I should 
have realized that there was only one 
thing that could satisfy me—God. And 
I had no God. 


| RESIGN THE PRIESTHOOD 
Two years had gone by since my or- 


dination ; and there I was young, ambi- 
tious, an educated man with nothing 
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to do, nothing to live for, nothing to 
hope for. But thank God, the lazy, sel- 
fish, material life failed to enslave me. 
Tired and disgusted, I made a momen- 
tous decision. I would quit the priest- 
hood, and would leave home and go to 
the nearby city of Naples to study law. 
This time I did not weaken. I carried 
out my plans in spite of my father’s 
declaration that he would cut off my 
allowance and in the end disinherit 
me. 


I started my law course at the Uni- 
versity and hunted for a job. I found 
a position as an instructor of the chil- 
dren of a noble family. The job was 
easy, did not take much time from my 
studies and paid well. But it only last- 
ed a year. One day the nobleman called 
me aside and bluntly asked me was it 
true that I had been a priest. I could 
not deny it, as he must have had the 
knowledge of it from definite sources. 
Then he said, ‘‘Much as I like you, we 
must discontinue your services. My 
wife has received strict orders from the 
Cardinal. She went to confession and 
there was instructed what to do.’’ 

My father heard about my plight and 
sent for me, promising forgiveness and 
help. But these I would not accept. 


AMERICA OR SUICIDE 


A friend suggested that I go to 
America. Going to America meant that, 
having been driven to desperation, 
there was no other way out—except sui- 
cide. It meant failure. It meant joining 
the great number of poor, hungry peo- 
ple who are driven away from their 
fatherland. But it meant also a new 
start in life in a new environment. 
It meant an opportunity and, perhaps, 
with luck and a little effort, to meet 
with success. So I decided to go to 
America. Words fail to express what I 
felt as the ship bore me out of the Bay 
of Naples. Nobody was there to comfort 
me. I was alone. . . And where was 
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-God? He was there but as yet I did not 


know Him. 


THE NEW WORLD 


I landed alone in a strange land with 
only $30.00 in my pocket. I found 
shelter in a boarding house in Mulberry 
Street, New York City, and was assign- 
ed to sleep in a small room already oc- 
eupied by three other men. Finding a 
job was no easy task. It took me a 
month before I found one in a tailor 
shop helping to press suits and over- 
coats, for which I received $3.00 a 
week. 


One Sunday morning while passing 
through Broome Street I noticed people 
going into a church, over the door of 
which was a sign ‘‘Italian Evangelical 
Church.’’ It was the first time I had 
ever seen such a service. After the ser- 
vice a young man joined me and told 
me he was a lawyer and spoke to me 
about the Gospel and about the church. 
When I told him who I was he became 
greatly interested and invited me to 
come and take care of his office. He also 
promised me lessons in English. He 
brought me to Christ’s Mission, where 
I met its venerable founder, Father 
O’Connor, who welcomed me and ex- 
plained to me what true Christianity 
was and how it differed from the teach- 
ings of the Church of Rome. But I was 
not a Christian yet. I learned what Pro- 
testantism was, and I found out about 
the Bible and I knew the words ‘‘Ye 
must be born again.’’ It was at a revival 
in a Methodist church that I was con- 
verted. When the preacher made a fer- 
vent appeal to all to accept Jesus Christ 
as their Savior, I was suddenly moved 
to join the others and go forward to 
clasp his hand and pray with him, I 
leaped forward and knelt at the rail, 
sobbing like a child. I heard the voice 
of my lawyer friend whispering ‘‘ Be of 
good cheer, Jesus died for your sins, 
which are now forgiven and forgot- 
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ten.’’ I went out a new man, with a 
new attitude toward the past, a new at- 
titude toward the future. I knew now 
that I was a child of God. 


ORDAINED A MINISTER 
OF THE GOSPEL 

I made much progress in English 
and also with my law work. I had vis- 
ions of becoming a great lawyer. But 
after I had testified one evening at the 
Mission, the minister spoke to me and 
suggested that I should prepare for the 
ministry. ‘‘We need Italian mission- 
aries,’’ he said. I then realized that I 
had a duty to preach to others the faith 
I had found and which had made my 
life so happy. I matriculated in the 
Biblical Seminary in New York and 
was given a scholarship and after a 
month was appointed instructor in Lat- 


in. In March, 1912, I received a call to 
be Pastor of the First Italian Church 
in Newark. On March 28th I married 
and the following month was ordained 
by the Presbytery of Newark. 

And now, in retrospect, I take an in- 
ventory of the things I consider loss 
and those I consider gain. Following is 
my balance sheet: 

LOSSES—Lazy life; material com- 
forts; honor of a career; the company 
of parents, sisters and brothers ; wealth. 

GAINS—Busy life, the joy of ser- 
vice, servant of Jesus Christ, the love 
and company of my Heavenly Father 
and loving wife and Christian friends, 
and unsearchable riches of Christ. 

I never regretted the change, and I 
thank God for it. 


Peter D1 Narpo. 


SISTER MARY ETHEL 


Sister Mary Ethel has written a book about convent life, entitled ‘‘ Forgotten 


THE TRUTH SHALL SET YOU FREE 


Women.’’ 


66 HERE are two modes of estab- 
lishing a reputation: 

To be praised by honest men, or abus- 

ed by rogues.’’—(Coulton). 

Whether I am praised or abused for 
writing my reasons for entering a con- 
vent to become a ‘‘spouse of Christ,”’ 
and leaving afterwards to become a 
true wife and mother, will depend on 
whether the reader is an honest person 
or a rogue. It is particularly for the 
honest people in the Catholic Church 
that I write this story of myself. 

We today are again living in ‘‘times 
that try men’s souls.’’ Reaction, the 
bitter enemy of popular government 
and its blessings of free speech, free 
press and freedom of religion, and 
above all, free public school education 
for all, has reared its ugly head. 
Once more it threatens the blood-bought 
liberties of the United States. 

Foremost among the forces of reac- 


tionism is the Catholic Church. The 
Catholic Church fights free speech. 
Why? Because men fight what they 
fear. One of the noblest women who 
ever wore the veil of a nun, Sister Mary 
Frances Clare, Mother Superior Gener- 
al of the Sisters of Peace (known as 
‘‘The Nun of Kenmare’’) and a bril- 
liant convert to the Catholic Church, 
says in her biography : ‘‘It is a poor re- 
ligion indeed which is afraid that its 
followers should know its history; it is 
a poor religion indeed, which fears that 
men should seek to know, to reason for 
themselves. ’’ 


If the Catholic Church is the ‘‘true 
ehurch’’ it would not fear truth, but 
because it is not, it has in all ages per- 
secuted those who have dared to tell 
the truth. The rack, and the fires of 
the Inquisition have been the fate of 
such. With the glorious ex-priest, Mar- 
tin Luther, hero of the Reformation, I 
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say, ‘‘I despise Rome’s wrath, as I do 
her favor’’ and I here tell why I, Sister 
Mary Ethel of the Sisters of St. Joseph 
of the Apparition, became a sister, and 
after wearing the black veil for years, 
abandoned the life of a nun. 

The convent system bears the same 


should become a nun. Among the many 
reasons put forward by the church as 
bait is that of ‘‘doing penance for the 
sins of others,’’ and since there are 
few families which cannot boast one 
sinner, living or dead, this reason for 
entering a convent fits almost any case. 





SISTER MARY ETHEL, Author of “Forgotten Women.” 


relationship to the church as the army 
does to the nation; the members of re- 
ligious orders are the common soldiers 
of the Vatican. Their officers are the 
bishops and cardinals, acting under or- 
ders from their commanding officer, the 
Pope of Rome. Reeruiting for this 
pauper army goes on incessantly. Given 
a suitable candidate, a priest will have 
no trouble finding a reason why she 





It was on these flimsy grounds that I 
was led into a convent. I was led 
into it by youthful ignorance and cred- 
ulity, for the faith of a Catholic is mere 
eredulity, as is the faith of a Hindoo in 
a fakir, or Zulu in a medicine man. The 
priest in the case, Father Joseph Doh- 
man, St. Mary’s Church, Bolton, Eng- 
land, assured me it was God’s will that 
I retire, as quietly as possible, to the 
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Convent of the Sisters of St. Joseph of 
the Apparition in Manchester, there to 
spend the rest of my life doing penance 
for him and others. In my profound ig- 
norance it never occurred to me that 
priests and others were very fortunate 
not to have to turn over a new leaf, 
when they could put a few more girls 
into convents to do penance for them. 


In addition I was terrified by the aw- 
ful threats of the church should I re- 
fuse to sacrifice my youth on the altar 
for another’s sins. I did not want to go, 
but the church had spoken. There was 
no alternative. It was either go into a 
convent in this world, or probably go to 
hell in the next. I chose the lesser of 
two evils, or so I imagined. 


I had not been long in the convent 
under Mother Zoe (called in a whisper, 
“‘The Seourge of God’’), before I 
learned that no matter what reason the 
girl and the public may be given for go- 
ing in to a convent the real reason is 
the need of slave labor. 


The Sisters kept boarders for a liv- 
ing . All day we slaved over wash tubs 
and hot stoves. We were merely un- 
paid servants; slaves who got rations 
and a room in the attie in return for 
our labor. It was the discovery of the 
erass commercialism of the convent 
system which decided me to abandon 
the life. In addition to this angle of the 
question there is the deeper problem of 
sex adjustment in the individual. Ar- 
dent natures under such an unnatural 
system are often driven to unnatural re- 
lations. The spy system invites sneaking 
on a large scale while destroying the 
very foundation of faith in man. The 
oath of blind obedience made us mere 
members of the gang, for right or 
wrong we were forced to obey, not only 
the superior, but the confessor, and 
the bishop. The fact that we were as- 
sured of immunity for sins committed 
in the name of obedience made matters 
worse. Conscience and personal respon- 


sibility were outlawed. We were robots. 

While admitting that I am a genuine 
ex-nun, the Catholic Church has tried 
to save its face by the charge that I was 
dismissed for ‘‘insubordination.’’ But 
I was not dismissed. To the charge of 
‘*insubordination’’ I plead guilty! I 
rebelled against regimentation, mental, 
moral, and physical; against religious 
slavery; religious gangsterism ; against 
the vow of blind obedience to human 
beings; against dictatorship in ques- 
tions of conscience; against the spirit 
of jealousy, hatred, tale-bearing, spy- 
ing, and carping, currying favor with 
superiors for favors or better treat- 
ment; against not being permitted to 
have a photo of a dear mother while 
being obliged to call a superior ‘‘moth- 
er’’; against having my mail opened 
before I received it, and having my let- 
ters to my parents read before being 
mailed ; against having to kiss the floor 
every Sunday and tell my external 
faults before the entire community, and 
every Monday confessing my sins to a 
priest; against the denial of self-de- 
fense while being abused mentally, 
morally, and spiritually by irrespon- 
sible ‘‘mother superiors’? — because 
they were ‘‘God’s other self ;’’ against 
ecclesiastical despotism ; against totali- 
tarianism; against the denial of the 
right to use my own name, a name 
famous in Irish history of which I had 
nothing to be ashamed; against being 
forced to wear hideous robes; against 
being bound under oath to obey a for- 
eign potentate, a dictator, whom I had 
never seen, the Pope of Rome; against 
pauperism, though I earned money as 
a worker; against the annihilation of 
personality, against being a robot. I 
revolted because I wanted to be a hu- 
man mother, and not an unnatural 
‘‘sister.’’ IT wanted to be a citizen, and 
not a woman without a country, which 
I knew I must always remain as long 
as I wore the black veil of a Catholic 
nun. 





26 THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC 


HITLER AND THE CATHOLIC CHURCH 


(Fifth of a Series on the Relations of Catholicism and Nazi-Fascism) 


By L. H. 


ITLER is a product of the Cath- 
olic Church. He has never re- 
nounced the religious doctrines nor 
condemned the political aims and as- 
pirations of the Church into which he 
was born and baptized. Just as his 
father regarded the Catholic priesthood 
as the highest state to which anyone 
could aspire, so to him as a child the 
priest appeared as the ideal human be- 
ing. In his autobiography Hitler says 
that he was deeply impressed with the 
religious ceremonies of the Catholic 
Church and was a member of the choir 
in his parish church. In his free time 
he took singing lessons at the nearby 
convent, ‘‘This,’’ he says, ‘‘supplied 
me with the best opportunity to steep 
myself in the solemn magnificence of 
the brilliant feasts of the Church’’.* 
These early emotions never complete- 
ly disappeared, and he has always re- 
mained conscious of the extremely sug- 
gestive value of ecclesiastical surround- 
ings. Towards the end of his book he 
describes ‘‘the psychological conditions 
which tend to create that artificial and 
mysterious half-light in Catholic 
churches—the wax tapers, the incense. 
...’ In faet, in his Mein Kampf Hit- 
ler approves of everything particular- 
ly relating to Jesuit Catholicism as op- 
posed to Protestantism. He approves of 
the indisputability of Catholic dogmas 
(p. 293), of the intolerant attitude of 
Catholic education (p. 385), of the ne- 
cessity of blind faith (p. 417), of the 
personal infallibility of the Pope—im- 
posed upon the Church by the Jesuits 
in 1870 (p. 507), and of the compul- 
sory celibacy of the Catholic clergy. 
These are all matters that make Cathol- 
icism radically different from the other 


1Cf. Mein Kampf, p. 4. 
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churches of Christendom. In an open 
and prophetic expression of his admir- 
ation for the Catholic Church, he says 
(p. 513) : 

‘‘Thus the Catholic Church is more 
secure than ever. It can be predicted 
that, as passing phenomena vanish 
away, she will remain as a beacon light 
amid these vanishing elements, attract- 
ing blind adherents in ever-increasing 
numbers.’’ 

This enthusiastic declaration of the 
Fuehrer is not only an expression of 
the prophetic sense generally attribut- 
ed to him, but the manifestation of a 
desire firmly rooted in his soul. Like all 
Catholics of Central Europe, he was 
educated to resist Protestantism—the 
historical enemy which has always en- 
deavored to detach governments and 
peoples from the political and religious 
influence of the Church of Rome. 
Throughout his book he has no word 
of disapproval for the Jesuit campaign 
against all forms of Protestantism. It is 
true, that, in places, he states that both 
Protestantism and Catholicism as re- 
ligious units, are of equal worth, so far 
as his National Socialism is concerned. 
But an analysis of his particular state- 
ments regarding the two religious sys- 
tems immediately shows how closely he 
is bound to ultramontane Catholicism. 
In the matter of racism and anti-semit- 
ism, Hitler clearly indicates his hostil- 
ity to Protestantism. He says (p. 123) : 

‘*Protestantism opposes in an ex- 
tremely vigorous manner every attempt 
that is made to rid the nation of its 
worst enemy; in fact, the position of 
Protestantism with regard to Judaism 
is more or less dogmatically fixed. But 
we have now come to a point where this 
problem will have to be solved; other- 
wise all attempts at the renaissance of 
Germany and national regeneration 
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will be of no avail.’’ 

It is true that Protestantism can 
never associate itself with Jesuit rac- 
ism. The protest to Hitler by the Ger- 
man Confessional Church in 1936, 
makes this clear: ‘‘ Anti-Semitism”’ it 
says, ‘‘often provokes excesses that 
nothing can justify, and which are 
merely the result of hatred for the 
Jewish minority’’.? 

The identity of Hitler’s ideology 
with that of traditional Jesuit Cathol- 
icism cannot be denied; nor the fact 
that by ruthless persecution and arm- 
ed might, in collaboration with the 
other Catholic dictators, he has, so 
far, forwarded the ultimate objectives 
of the Catholic Church. Hitler, Musso- 
lini, Franco and Salazar (the Catholic 
dictator of Portugal), have ousted Jew- 
ish, Masonic and Protestant influence 
from all of Europe east of the Rhine, 
and now from the Arctic to the Medi- 
terranean. In spite of this, however, 
many in America are still sceptical of 
any pre-determined connection between 
Nazi-Fascism and Jesuit Catholicism. 
They point to the ‘‘persecution”’ of the 
Catholic Church in Germany, and to 
professions of faith in democracy by 
some Catholic spokesmen in the United 
States. 


There is here a case of an obvious 
contradiction between reality and ap- 
pearance. In the first place, Nazi op- 
position to the Catholic Church in Ger- 
many has been confined to its ‘‘liberal’’ 
elements, and Catholic leadership has 
always opposed these more than any 
others. The Jesuit party has long feared 
the infiltration of Protestant and liber- 
al ideas into the German Catholic 
mind. During the post-war years, when 
Germany was a democratic republic, 
many of the ordinary secular clergy 
and some of the religious orders became 
enamored of the liberal, secularizing 





2Cf. Basler National Zeitung, July 20, 
1936. 


spirit. They formed the backbone of 
the Catholic Centre Party—which was 
the last bulwark against Hitler’s rise to 
power. But this last element of liberal- 
ism in Germany was dissolved by order 
of Pope Pius XI, presumably as a stip- 
ulated condition of the Vatican’s con- 
eordat with Nazism; its leader, Klaus- 
ener, was assassinated in the ‘‘blood 
purge’’ of June 30, 1934. The last 
liberal party in Italy also, headed by 
the now exiled priest Don Sturzo, shar- 
ed the same fate at the hands of the 
same Pope Pius XI. It is nothing new in 
Catholic history that religious and soc- 
ial reformers from within the Church 
should be the first to suffer its enmity. 
The heretics of history, delivered over 
to autocratic civil power for burning 
and imprisonment by the Church, are 
mute witnesses to this unchanging pol- 
icy of intransigent Catholicism. 

It ean easily be seen that the identity 
of Jesuit political thought with the ob- 
jectives of Nazi-Fascism makes it im- 
perative to conceal it from the Amer- 
ican public. Were it otherwise, the 
Catholic Church would suffer complete 
loss of its prestige in the United States 
—in the eyes of Catholics and non- 
Catholies alike. It is not surprising, 
therefore, that the following evident 
contradictions may be noted with re- 
gard to Catholic Church propaganda: 

1. Opposing views of Jesuit authors 
on actual questions concerning 
politics, economics, and even re- 
ligious matters ; 

2. The adoption of national pecul- 
iarities in all countries, even in 
pagan lands; 

3. The combatting of socialism with 
one hand and offering it friend- 
ship with the other; 

4. The favoring of chauvinist and 
nationalist views as well as of in- 
ternational pacific tendencies ; 

5. The making of eloquent declara- 
tions in favor of democracy, and 
at the same time seizing upon 
every possible means to under- 
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mine and wreck it; 

6. The creation of situations appar- 
ently contradictory of one an- 
other. 

Apart from this, there is nothing in- 
sincere on the part of intransigent 
Catholic leadership. The guiding forces 
of modern Catholicism are as sincere in 
their conviction as their predecessors of 
old that nothing good can come out of 
liberal political and social regimes. 
Liberalism in religion is anathema to 
them and their greatest enemy. They 
desire peace, but hold with the Nazi- 
Fascists that peace can only come by 
war, with all its appalling consequences, 
as a necessary evil. For by victorious 
war alone, they hold, can men and na- 
tions be made to submit to the hier- 
archical idea of a world-order of states, 
races and individuals. Their conviction 
is that peace can only come from that 
‘*harmonious’’ acquiescence of men to 
be bound to their ‘‘natural place’’ in 
society and religion; from its apex, this 
pyramid of states is to be totally ruled 
by the theocratic institution of the 
Catholic Church, with the Pope of 
Rome as the Vicar of Jesus Christ and 
the sole mouthpiece of Almighty God. 

Alone, and without well-planned 
direction, Adolph Hitler could never 
have accomplished what he has to this 
end. All the world is now convinced 
that he was no idle dreamer, nor just a 
poor paper-hanger, when he attempted 
his Munich Beer-hall putsech. His vis- 
ions were realistically sketched out for 
him by those who directed him as a 
youth, and the grandeur of their ideas 
of a totalitarian world, symbolized by 
ritualistic ceremonies in cathedrals and 
churches, still remains with him. 


When Hitler drew Austria into his 
hierarchic confederation, his action was 
greeted by Heils from Catholic Church 
prelates. After his bloodless absorption 
of Czechoslovakia and the land of the 
hated Hussites, there was rejoicing 
again within the Catholic world. A 
feeble, easily answered complaint from 
the Vatican followed his blitzkrieg 
that brought Catholic Poland again in- 
to the orbit of a centrally-controlled 
Europe. Definite refusal met the re- 
quest of President Roosevelt, through 
his ‘‘peace ambassador’’ to the Vati- 
can, that the Pope condemn Hitler’s in- 
vasion of Protestant Denmark and 
Norway. 

Only short-sighted, idealistic Amer- 
icans fail to understand that Hitler and 
the intransigent leaders of Roman 
Catholicism .are one with Mussolini 
when he declared : 

‘*Capitalism, parliamentarianism, de- 
mocracy, socialism, communism, and a 
certain vacillating Catholicism, with 
which, sooner or later, we shall deal 
in our style, are against us.”’ 

All of these, particularly the latter, 
are the forces which the Jesuits and 
their counter-Reformation have fought 
against (and made use of) since the 
time of Martin Luther and his asso- 
ciates. 


A SUGGESTION 


SO GREAT has been the demand for 
copies of our first (January) issue 
that the entire edition is exhausted. 
Recent subscribers crave copies of 
that issue. If those of our readers who 
are willing to part with their January 
copy will mail them to us we shall 
pass them on to those who have asked 
for them. 


THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC is not published in July and August. 
Look for your next copy in September. 








CHRIST'S MISSION NOTES 
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HE following set of resolutions 

was adopted on Sunday, April 28, 
1940, at a Mass Meeting held under the 
auspices of Christ’s Mission. Rev. John 
J. Kelley, D.D., David L. Cohen, LL.D. 
and Dr. Charles Fama were the speak- 
Rev. Anthony Caliandro was 
Chairman : 
Whereas, the President of the United 
States did on December 24, 1939 appoint 
Mr. Myron C. Taylor as his “personal 


representative to the Pope with the rank 
of Ambassador” and 


Whereas, the letter of credence given Mr. 
Taylor by President Roosevelt confers on 
him the rank Ambassador and instructs 
him to report “‘to this government” and 


Whereas, Myron C. Taylor has been re- 
ceived by Pope Pius XII as an accredited 
ambassador, according him honors be- 
longing to such an office, and 


Whereas, an American Embassy to the 
Vatican has been established in the Ex- 


. celsior Hotel in Rome, with Harold Tit- 


man transferred from a diplomatic post 
in Switzerland in order to act as “secre- 
tary to the embassy” and 


Whereas, the expenses of Mr. Taylor and 
said embassy are to be borne by our State 
Department, and 

Whereas, these procedures are regarded 
by American citizens as being a violation 
of our Constitution, which provides that 
ambassadors may only be appointed by 
the President with the consent of the 
Senate, be it 


Resolved, that we consider the appoint- 
ment of Mr. Taylor as the President’s 
“personal representative to the Pope with 
the rank of ambassador’”’ as being offen- 
sive to the welfare and peace of the 
United States and alien to American cul- 
ture, and be it further 


Resolved, that we call upon United States 
Senators to demand the recall of Mr. Tay- 
lor and the closing of the embassy to the 
Vatican, and be it further 

Resolved, that all candidates for the Sen- 
ate and Congress be asked to declare their 
position relative to any temporary or 
permanent diplomatic relations between 
the United States and the Vatican, should 
they be elected and called upon to vote 
on this question, and be it further 
Resolved, that all Protestant and Free 
church denominations, and all Christian- 
American organizations, be asked to in- 


form their constituencies regarding this 
un-American action on the part of Presi- 
dent Roosevelt and request them to enter 
their protest. 


THE EDITOR’S 
MAILBAG 


E WISH to remind our readers that 

The Converted Catholic will not be 
published in July and August. Our next is- 
sue will, therefore, be for September. We 
hope that in these two months we shall be 
able to gather new force and make our 
publication even more effective than it 
has been since its beginning last January. 


The success of these first six issues has 
convinced us more than ever that a maga- 
zine such as we have been able to offer is 
sorely needed in this country. Since our 
conversion from the Roman Catholic 
priesthood to the Protestant, liberal out- 
look in religious, social and political mat- 
ters, we have sensed a just resentment on 
the part of non-Catholics that they were 
obliged to swallow Catholic news solely 
from the Catholic side. Worse than this 
has been the fact, that every attempt to 
subject the Catholic Church in America 
to a healthy diet of old-fashioned Ameri- 
can criticism, met with bitter opposition 
that silenced those who should have stout- 
ly defended the right of non-Catholics 
to do so. At least one group of competent 
critics, free from any fear of boycott and 
persecution, was needed. And it has been 
gratefully admitted by most of our read- 
ers that we have shown that, as former 
priests, we have been able to accomplish 
our task without bitterness and any show 
of unjust recrimination. We would be the 
first to deplore an approach of this kind 
to a question that is most delicate but 
vital to the interests of true Americanism. 


Even some Catholics still on the side 
of the Church write to commend our work. 
One from Brooklyn says: 

“I wish you could get your magazine 
into the homes of Irish Catholics. It 
would at least show them that ex-priests 
are not as bad as we are taught to be- 
lieve, and it might wake them up to the 
fact that there is more to the Catholic 
Church than our priests teach us from 
the pulpit.” 

We trust that our readers will not for- 
get our work at Christ’s Mission during 
the summer months. 


* * « 
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IN THE ROMAN CATHOLIC QUESTION 


THE CATHOLIC CRISIS, by George Seldes. A factual survey of the 
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THE DRAMA OF WILLIAM OF ORANGE, edited by L. H. Lehmann. 
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